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$ A MISALCA sIN-cight turning base.” the st NC0L Ugging nim
 "Si \u‘*hu you're cleared for landing on runway - for some time.
o m L] ", 2 . : : [t
1)::‘00. el S Air Force noncom in the tower at Sawons Sarge,” ne asked, "what's this ‘Air America'? I recog-

mcm n,mw Ho was too buby to watch the olac paxmed
C-47 glide into view as it made its final approach. Not so
t‘leJun or sergeant seated beside him who eyed the piane,
puzzled.

Three messages later a voice crackled through the loud- -
sp;aner in the air-conditioned tower: “This 1s America
~ iour-uwo ready for take-off.”

i “Four-two, you re clear on runway eight,” the senior
i noncom repiied. Heturned his attention to other messages
from other aII‘CZ‘dZL awaiting  instructions to take off or
land. It wasn't uatil some time later that the younger air
traffic controlier—iew to Vietnam-~got a chance to ask
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nize the names of all of the other airlines we're dealing
with, but what is Air America? It's a new one on me."

“Sonny, just forget the name and don't go asking w00
many questions," the older noncom advised."It’s the $POOK
azmne and the less you ask about it, the better oif you'll
be .

At, tne other end of Tan Son Nhut Air Base, John Me-
Gann, Manager of Air America's Southeast Asia oper-
ation, was busy on the phone. No: much could be made of
his terse conversation othei* than maL he was discussing a

“shipmeat” that had 10 be air-dropz:3. What the shxp*nent
was and waere it would be dropped was something he was
not about to discuss. In fact, John (Continued on page 65/
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in Vietnam, Air America's pno\s fly under combat conditions—som

men for the armed services, sometimes- making “top secrat” drops behind enem,l lines.

etimes transporting  According to reports, Allen Pope (balow) was

ﬁymg for AA when shot down over Indonesia. .
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